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Epistle from Friends of the General Meeting 
held in London the 31st of Third month, 
1672. 


Dear Friends and Brethren:—From that 
universal love and care which the Lord our 
God hath begotten in us towards one another, 
His church and people, these things following 
are opened in us by His Holy Spirit, to pre- 
sent both unto you, who are called, forth in a 
measure of the heavenly gift to labor and 
travel abroad to minister unto others, and unto 
you who are more resident in the several coun- 
ties and meetings, who have a care and over- 
sight committed to you by the Lord, in your 
respective places, counties, and meetings, for 
the good order and comfort of the church. 

First.—To those that are called forth with 
a testimony for God, and those that are en- 
dued with a heavenly yift for that end,—our 
tender advice and counsel in the Spirit of life 
and true love is, that you all wait and dwell 
in the heavenly life and spirit of the gospel, 
wherein both true judgment and mercy is; 
that thereby you all may be made manifest in 
men’s consciences and be a good savor to 


God, both in life and doctrine; that your con- 
versations, as well as your words, may preach 
Truth, and shine in your sobriety and holy ex- 
amples; and so be instrumental in His hands 
for the conversion, salvation, comfort, and es- 
tablishment of others. And our earnest 
desire is, that you all may be so preserved, in 
diligence and subjection to the power of an 
endless life, as that none may run on too hast- 
ily or forwardly in any exaltation of spirit, 
away from the sense of the arising of the pure 
life and testimony ; nor yet any to quench its 
arising, motions or testimony, through fear, 
negligence, doubtings, secret dispute, or back- 
wardness ; but that every one may dwell in 
that living sense, willingness and diligence, as 
tends to your enlargement and growth, and to 
the increase of your gifts and measures in the 
life. And that every one who ministers may 
be kept in the lowness, in subjection and ten- 
derness of spirit to the Lord and his counsel ; 
so that a clear and heavenly understanding 
may be opened and increased in them, and so 
in truehumility and meekness retained, as that, 
and in the spirit of the gospel, they may be en- 
abled gradually to demonstrate the Truth, to 
the opening of the understandings, and for the 
conviction of the consciences of the hearers, 
before either they pass positive judgment upon 
Truth’s adversaries or their principles. Also, 
that the first principles of the true light, re- 
pentance, and remission of sins through the 
name and power of our Lord Jesus Christ, be 
kept to, held forth, and preached to the world, 
for the preparing their hearts for God; and 
none suddenly to rush into, or strive out of 
God’s counsel to speak of, the high mysteries 
of the Gospel, nor cast pearls before swine. 
Neither hastily, or at first entrance, out of 
their own measures and attainments, to assert 
the highest doctrifies, as that of perfection or 
height of attainments, before people’s minds 
are prepared by the secret power of God for 
the first principles or beginnings; that they 
may not be stumbled, nor their minds biassed 
against Truth by any hasty or untimely 
asserting matters beyond their measures and 
capacities,—that is without a deliberate pro- 
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gress'‘in the work and travail of the gospel ; 
and that Christ, His death, blood, and resur- 
rection, be reverently spoken of, according to 
Scripture expressions. 

That none be forward or hasty in travers- 
ing the ways and principles of professors, to 


Be careful and labor in the peaceable gos- 
pel, to settle, stay and establish people’s minds 
in the holy principle of life and light; that 
they may not be puffed up, nor run into hur- 
ryings or confusion in their own wills; but 
that the living praises of God may naturally 


propose objections, nor to make or raise more | break forth in His own life: [that they run 
m preaching than they clearly answer by the! not into] any singularity to admire or wonder 


plain evidence of the Spirit, lest any lose their 
matter, entangle themselves, and leave the 


| 


| 


after any particular man or person; for this 
tends to the hurt, both of themselves and 


hearers more dark and doubtful than they |of some that labor amongst them, and hath 


found them. 
concerned, both in England, Scotland, and 
elsewhere, in the presence of the living God, 
to take heed of coming too near tbe disohedi- 
ent, hypocritical spirit of contentious pro- 
fessors, to gratify them with unsound words 
and nice distinctions, which tend to darken 
knowledge and veil the simplicity of the gos- 
pel, and to pervert the holy Truth. Again, 
when any one in speaking comes to feel both 
strength of life and matter of ministry to be 
wanting, we advise such not to strive to bring 
forth and enforce words, but then to be still, 
and wait till life arise to bring forth its own 
testimony ; for that is the way to be enlarged, 
and to be further accomplished in the work. 
And not to run over or beyond the living sense 
of ‘the heavenly life, nor into vain repetitions, 
either in preaching or praying, through striv- 
ing or eagerness of mind, but to keep low and 
tender in the true sense and feeling of the holy 
seed and divine power, which gives life and 
strength. 

We desire and exhert all such as are young 
and not thoroughly experienced in the service 
and work of the gospel, to # eepin their own prop- 
er gifts, measures, and orders of the life ; ‘and 
out of all striving or straining beyond their 
line, to be heard or seen of men; and so to 
be kept clear, in the true sense and exercise 
of their own proper gifts, out of all mere im- 
itations and formed habits, which are not to 
edification. And every one so keep in the 
peaceable wisdom and life in your travails, 
out of all extremes and whirlings, which tend 
to draw out and unsettle people’s minds. And 
avoid all imagined, unreasonable, and untime- 
ly prophesyings, which tend not only to stir up 
persecution, but also to the begetting airy and 
uncertain expectations, and to the amusing and 
affrighting simple people from receiving the 
truth ; for this practice, God’s wisdom neither 
leads to nor justifies. And take heed of aggra- 
vating reflections and forward clashing at per- 
sons or people, with unseasonably and rashly 
using names of distinctions; which will be re- 
sented as reproachful to them, and not 
only stumble and prepossess their minds with 
prejudice, but also hinder their convincement; 
whereas our endeavors have been and are, to 
open men’s understandings, and to convince 
their consciences, that they may repent. 


And we warn and charge all| been hurtful. 


Our labor and travail hath 
been, and still is, to preach Christ, as servants 
for his sake, and to gather to Him, and not 
to ourselves; nor to seek popularity, ap- 
plause, or praise of men, nor any self-interest; 
for if any do, they will fall, and the power of 
God will work them under, and without re- 
pentance cast them out. 

And speak not evil one of another to the les- 
sening one another’s reputation, or testimonies 
for the truth; but be tender of one another’s 
testimony, not to weaken it,—we exhor: you 
in the name and power of God. As alsv to 
let no strife, hard thoughts, nor jealousics, 
lodge in any of your minds one against an 
other ; but, in brotherly love and tenderness, 
speak privately and gently one to another, to 
remove all offences, jealousies, and aggrava- 
tions whatsoever. And be sure do not judge, 
nor reflect publicly, to the weakening or hin- 
dering the least gift or testimony that is in 
any one for God and His truth; but where 
there is a sincerity and a tenderness, and the 
least budding or breaking forth of life, or 
heavenly gift, let it be nourished and encvur- 
aged, and those that are young watched over 
and holpen in the tender love of God. Let 
there be no harshness nor severity exercised, 
to the hurt or prejudice of any, but feel the 
life and spirit of the Lamb through and over 
all. 

Secondly.—And you our friends and breth- 
ren, who have a care and oversight com- 
mitted to you iu your several places and meet- 
ings, being set as pillars in the house of our 
God,—if any of you shall at any time come 
to see any weakness, want of wisdom, or mis- 
carriage, either in doctrine or practice, by 
any who come abroad to labor or minister 
among you,—we tenderly request and earnest- 
ly desire, that you would, in brotherly love 
and tenderness, speak privately to them for 
their good and preservation; that they and 
the testimony they have for the truth, may 
be preserved, and rightly improved; that 
none who have a call from God may be dis- 
couraged, nor any gift of God quenched. 
And so, all forbear public judgings and reflec- 
tions upon such as have a gift given them, and 
a sincerity in their intentions; though for a 
time there may be a want of wisdom in some, 
in the management thereof, yet do not dis- 
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courage and wholly crush them under, but 
help them in the love and counsel of God. 
And as much as in you is, stop all false, de- 
praving, and hurtful reports, whisperings, tat- 
tles, and backbiting; and set true judgment 
over all sowers of strife and discord, we be- 
seech you for the Truth’s sake. 

And we desire you would be exemplary in 
your families, and careful in the education of 
your children in the holy nurture and fear of 
God; that thereby it may appear unto the 
world that you are of the true seed of Abra 
ham; of whom God testified, that He knew 
that he would command his children and 
household that they should keep the way of 
the Lord. 

And we beseeeh you for the Truth’s sake, 
with the power of God, stop all busy, discon- 
tented spirits, (if any appear among you,) 
from reflecting upon and meddling with the 
powers, or those in outward dominion,—and 
all further discourses of that tendency and na- 
ture, which, with that old discontented pro- 
fessor’s spirit, (which is neither valiant in 
times of suffering, nor contented in times of 
liberty,) ure to be shunned, rejected, and re 
proved, whenever inet withal; that all among 
us walk innocently and peaceably with a good 
conscience befure all the world; for that gives 
true boldness and confidence, 

And all of us to eye and mind the supreme 
Power and over-ruling Hand, which com- 
mands the seas, and stops the floods, and stills 
the winds and storms; and can restrain the 
remainder of men’s wrath, and turn them like 
waters, as seemeth good in the sight of Him, 
the Lord our God,—to whose love, oversight, 
care and protection, we commit you all, with 
His whole family; desiring that His peace 
and unity may remain and increase in and 
among you, and the multiplying of all spirit- 
ual blessings and refreshments of life unto 
you all, who are of the same mind and spirit 
with us in that eternal truth, love and life, 
wherein we dearly salute youall. Your faith- 
ful brethren in the Lord. 

(Signed by Geo. Whitehead, Stephen Crisp, 
and eighteen other Friends.) 

silifiintenionns 

As the things that are temporal grow 
shadowy and dim around us, let the eye of 
faith behold the things that are eternal with 
a clearer vision. And if the hours seem long, 
the night dark, and the day-star dim, let us 
still rejoice that the waiting-time is but “a 
little while.” And if unbelief shall question, 
or skepticism dispute; if it be said that the 
“little while” is long since passed and gone ; 
let faith’s answer be, “ the Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness, but is long suaflering ty us ward; 
not willing that any should perish, but that all 


should come to repentance.” —The Christian.'to those who continually seek it. 


REVIEW. 


From The Christian Union. 
BEGINNING A CHRISTIAN LIFE, 


At this time of revivals among the churches, 
a great many young people are thinking 
about entering on a Christian life. We wish 
to say a few words directly to those who are 
entertaining such a purpose, or whese thoughts 
turn toward it. 

What is this step, young friends, which you 
think of making? It is beginning a Christian 
life. Mark that word beginning. You are 
not called to do just one act, a thing complete 
in itself, and which will leave you safe and 
secure. You are called to begin a work to- 
day which you must carry on no less vigor- 
ously to-morrow, and the day after, and all 
through the year, and on to the very end 
of lite. Your Christian friends tell you to 
‘give yourselves to God.” That means, to 
give to him each moment as it comes. You 
may indeed by a single act of will resolve to 
do this; but that resolution will amount to 
nothing, except as it is followed up by a 
fresh effort of will every time you have to 
choose between good and evil. 

To be a Christian is to live as Christ did. 
It is to look to God as your best friend, and 
lean on Him as your supreme ares it is to 
overcome the temptations of selfishness, indo- 
lence, impurity, pride, anger, and live & pure, 
sweet, holy life. How are you going to vio 
this? Not by any single act of self consecra- 
tion, however hearty; not by any one expe- 
rience of God’s grace, however sweet. You 
can be a Christian only by trying always 
with all your might, and by looking continu- 
ally to God for His help. What you do 
when, as you hope, you begin a new life, must 
be done over and over again to the very end. 

It is often said, ‘“‘ You can give yourself to 
God here and now, without a moment’s 
delay.” In one sense this is true, but it may 
be so understood as to do great harm. For 
instance, a man stands on the dock just as an 
ocean steamer is about to sail; by a single 
step he can put himself on board of her, and 
theu, without another effort on his part, be 
taken straight and sure to Europe. But a 
man cannot secure his passage to Heaven in 
that way. He can do only what a person 
does who goes a long journey on foot. To 
start is the work of a moment; and to start is 
a great thing, if done with clear and strong 
purpose to persevere ; but it is nothing at all 
except as one step after another is taken, 
growing to thousands and to miles, till the 
whole distance has been measured. 

But you may ask, in coming to Christ do 
we not receive from Him a help which will 
never fail us, and which assures our final 
euccess ? 

Christ’s help is a certain and blessed thing 
But it will 
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not be forced upon you, or at all avail you, 
without your own active response, any more 
after your conversion than before. You un- 
derstand fully when you first come to Christ 
that, though He is full of love and desire to 
help, He will not save you unless you volun- 
tarily and heartily give yourself to Him. 
Now, this is just as true at every succeeding 
step as at the first. God’s grace is not some- 
thing through which men can afford to be 
idle. “It is God that worketh in you,” says 
the Apostle; and for that very reason He 
bids us, ‘“‘ Work out your own salvation.” 
Do your part, and God will do His. 

The very common mistake of supposing 
that the single act of turning to God, and 
making a Christian profession, is the main 


thing, and that the rest will follow almost of 


itself, does the very greatest harm. To some 
it causes hopeless discouragement, and in 
some it works a fatal security and idleness. 
The discouragement is a very common expe- 
rience. ‘ ‘ : ; . 

But worse than discouragement is sel f-satis- 
faction in the thought that one has become a 
Christian, and there is not much left to do. 
That delusion is the very child of the devil. 
Are you greater than the Apostle Paul, who, 
far on in his course, declared that he forgot 
the things which were behind, and pressed 
toward the mark; who likened the Christian 
life to a race, to a battle, to the most earnest 
and continuous effort of which the human 
frame is capable? Every line of the New 
Testament tells against the notion that salva- 
tion is to be secured by a single act, which is 
not energetically and unremittingly followed 
up. At the best, you are like a child who 
has just been put to school, and who has al- 
most everything to learn. Indeed, if you 
are disposed to rest contented with what you 
have done, you have cause to doubt whether 
you have ever put your heart to school to 
Christ. Making a profession of religion is 
like enlisting in the army. It is very easily 
done, and is at the most only a promise. 
Whether the. promise is kept depends on how 
the recruit behaves; whether he endures 
hardships as a good soldier, and fights 
bravely, and follows wherever his Captain 
leads. 

The disposition to rest content in a single 
act of turning to God, with the feeling that 
salvation has Sim secured, shows a very poor 
and unworthy way of thinking as to what 
salvation is. Do not rest for a single moment 
in the idea that salvation means your own 
escape from hell. That is the very lowest 
and ignoblest way of looking at it. To be 
saved is to be made like Christ. It is to be 
changed in yourself; to become sweet and 
noble and large ; to be so radiant in character 
that men shall seck you as they seek the sun- 





light. It is to become so like God that there 
shall be possible to you the most intimate 
friendship with that all-lovely and glorious 


One. It is to enter into that disposition 
which is the very heart of God, to bless and 
make happy all living things. Let this 
which is the crown and completion of the 
Christian life—the being one with God in 
love—be also to you its very beginning. In 
other words, let your aim and thought in be- 
ginning a Christian life be this: to follow 
Christ. ; ‘ ; ‘ 
FROM THE MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM FORSTER. 

It is in vain for us to look for unity out of, 
or distinet from, the fulness of Christ, and a 
decided acknowledgment of His power and 
Godhead, His mediation with the Father, and, 
as He is declared to be, our reconciliation, 
our only refuge, and especially as the medium 
through whom we obtain the forgiveness of 
sins. If ever we enjoy Christian fellowship, 
this must be the bond of it; and upon this 
we can never doubt but the Holy Spirit will 
descend with powerfully transforming and re- 
newing influence. Much and deeply as I am 
at times cast down in considering our present 
state, I cannot but reverently trust that, such 
is the merciful kindness and forbearance of 
our heavenly Father, during all these storms 
of agitation, He will watch over His frail and 
fallible children for good; and when they 
shall have subsided—and who will say that 
it will not be so, even during their continu- 
ance ?-—a revival of practical godliness will be 
brought about in the Society, such as has been 
but little apparent of later years; and that 
the testimonies of Truth, minor and major, will 
find their due place, even in greater dignity 
and purity. 

I have been thinking of that charity which 
believeth all things, and which endureth all 
things: the source from whence it comes is 
inexhaustible. Let us seek more and more to 
sympathize in the infirmities, errors and trans- 
gressions, one of another. May it please the 
Lord to give us to pray one for another, 
and for ourselves, that He will set a watch on 
our thoughts and on our lips. Let us live in 
the spirit of prayer that this may be our ex- 
perience; then we shall be kept from doing 
or saying anything that would lessen another 
in the estimation of our friend—saying any- 
thing which, if it worked round to his hear- 
ing, might raise in him any hardness of 
heart. 

Many young Friends have withdrawn from 
attending our own meetings, and have gone 
to those of other denominations; but I be- 
lieve that the way of holding our religious 
meetings had its origin in the very wisdom 
and power of God; and that, if we do with- 
draw from them; and attend a ministry not 
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under the immediate putting forth of the 
Spirit, we descend from higher to lower 
ground, to the damage of those spiritual views 
which have been given us to uphold. 

What were the meetings of Friends to many 
of us in early days ?—seasons of true refresh- 
ment and edification; we were given to feel 
that which was beyond all words. Cannot we 
trust the Almighty with our dear children, 
infinitely more dear to their heavenly Father 
than they can be to us; and pray that He 
may do for them that which He did for us in 
the morning of our day? May we be dili- 
gent in our care, since we may be instrument- 
al, when we least expect it, in watering what 
has been sown in their hearts. What we want 
is faith—faith in the immediate operation of 
the Spirit of God. O! that we may never do 
anything to check His work. 

We should cherish that state of mind in 
vhich we may be best prepared to perceive 
the warnings and checks of God’s Holy Spirit. 

& should we do without them? We 
ought watch that we may never do any- 
thing, or gy anywhere, that may have the ef- 
fect of robbizg us of tenderness of spirit, or 
blind our sensteility to this influence. If this 
sense were duly cherished by our young 
friends, they would net be found at places of 
diversion. Limits as to recreation and amuse- 
ment are to be known by attending to the re- 
proofs of the Spirit. The religion of the cross 
of Christ is not intended to rob us of the true 
happiness of life; but blessed is the man who 
feels that God Almighty does set bounds to 
our amusements. 

In watchfulness and humility are to be 
heard the secret intimations, the gentle 
whispers, of the Spirit of Truth, as to the walk 
in life. To those who desire to walk up- 
rightly and watchfully, the Lord giveth coun- 
sel in things temporal as well as spiritual : 
His limitations and guidance are known in 
reference to trade. Temporal things are kept 
in their proper places—we have power to 
live above the world; and to feel the world 
under our feet—treading upon the earth, and 
not covered by it. We then feel that we have 
higher and holier things to do than to devote 
all our faculties, and all our strength, to tem- 
poral things. 
eternal things, we are not engrossed with the 
acquisition of outward treasure, but come to 
walk as strangers and pilgrims upon earth. 

May it please the Great Head of the 
Church to grant us more of a sense of the 
unity of the Spirit. The preciousness of this 
sense is evidenced in His prayer, and it is a 
further evidence that it is not possible for 
man to effect it. It is wholly His work, and 
it is that which He will effect in all who 
strive for it, diligently watching against every- 
thing that would break in upon it. Our creat 




















adversary envies this unity in the church, in- 
sidously seeking to frustrate the work of the 
Lord on the earth. 


been the case, to sympathize, not only in the 
adversities, but in the temptations of others ; 
and know more of this—that when one mem- 
ber suffers, all the others suffer with it! Those 
who study to be kept in the meek and quiet 
spirit know most of this. 


Lord hath given more or less of his Heavenly 
Treasure to, how you do, and how you have 
put the Lord’s Heavenly Treasure forth, and 
have improved it; I say the heavenly treas- 
ure which you have received from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who spake this before He was 
crucified. Every one is to improve or in- 
crease that heavenly talent, or measure which 
they have received from the Lord, as good 
and faithful servants and stewards, if that 
they do intend to enter into the joy of the 
Lord.—Fozx’s Epistles. 


Being quickened to a sense of 
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May we be given up, more than may have 


tee 


THEREFORE all are to consider, whom the 


ee 
For Friends’ Review. 
OUR SAVIOUR. 


A tender, loving, pitying Christ He is, who 
taketh the lambs in His bosom, and “‘ leadeth 
His sheep beside still waters, and maketh 
them lie down in green pastures ;” who pre- 
pareth a table for us in the presence of our 
enemies, and anointeth our head with oil; 
who is a well spring of life, a river of joy, and 
“the rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him ;” who willeth not the death of any, but 
that all through Him might have life, “and 
have it more abundantly.” 

He will turn darkness to light, trouble to 
joy, and bear our burthens of woe; He will 
make crooked paths straight, the rough wa 
smooth, and the mountains and hills lay low; 
He is Lord of lords, and King of kings, and 
sitteth in judgment at the right hand of God; 
and all who overcome in the name of 
Jesus the power of darkness and death, He 
will make as a pillar in the temple of God to 
go no more out, and upon their foreheads 
will He write a new name. 

What is this gracious Saviour to thee, my 
friend, a Redeemer, or a condemner of guilt? 
Hath thy heart been swept and garnished 
ready for the babe of Bethlehem? Hath He 
come in to dwell in and sup with thee, and 
give thee a foretaste of the heavenly king- 
dom? Hath He crowned thee with His love, 
taken from thee thy garment of sin, and 
clothed thee with the robe of righteousness? 
Hath He purged the dross and the reprobate 
silver, until naught but fine gold remain? 
Hath He grafted thee into the “ living vine,” 
where thou mayst bear fruit, which the Hus- 
bandman will gather and store in the garner 
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above? Hath He made thee a soldier and 
equipped thee with armor to fight in His 
spiritual warfare, where a victory may be 
gained by t -e valiant and faithful, over dark- 
uess and doubt, over death and the grave? 

‘* Look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and 


be saved.” Behold the sacrifice on Calvary’s 


cross for thy redemption! Behold the suffer- 
ing Saviour ery, “It is finished!” Hast thou 


accepted this mercy so freely offered, that 
“ Whosoever will, may come and partake of 
the water of life freely,” and become as the 
“salt of the earth,” or as a “city set on a 


hill,” whose light shall never go out, but will 


shine brighter and brighter unto the perfect 


day. 
Biessed be the Lamb of God, slain from the 


foundation of the world, who hath given the 


victory! who giveth us to drink of the living 
water, so we will never more thirst, and to 
exit from the tree of life, “ whose leaves are 
for the healing of the nations.” J. M.S. 


From The Independent. 
THE WALDENSES. 

But little is known in this country concern- 
ing the Waldenses, and the following abstract 
of their history, the substance of which has 
been furnished us by a lady who has been 
deeply interested in them, will be instructive 
to many of our readers: 

“The Waldenses are not a reformed church. 
They are remnants of the primitive Christians 
of Italy, who through the dark ages contin- 
ued to hold the faith of the apostles. Far up 
in their valleys, they did not know how Rome 
was growing corrupt. They had the Bible, 
and to that alone they looked for direction 
and doctrine. In these fastnesses they were 
protected by several bishops of Milan, who 
opposed the growing pretensions of the 
Roman Church, and shielded these primitive 


‘Christians of the valleys. Through the 11th 


and 12th centuries the Lombard Church kept 
up a sort of independence. Their clergy even 
were still free from the yoke of celibacy. 
The language of the Vaudois was the Primi- 
tive Romance, and into that tongue they 
made the first translation of the Bible that 
was ever made into a modern language. 
This language was the first that emerged 
from the chaos of tongues which the inroads 


of barbarians introduced. The pastors of the 
Vaudois were called ‘ Barbas’—a title of 
respect, signifying ‘ Uncle.’ In their theo- 
logical school they were taught to speak 
Latin, Romance, and Italian, and required to 

Matthew 
and St. John, the general epistles, and part of 
St. Paul’s epistles. They were supported by 
voluntary contributions, which were divided 
into three parts—one to ministers, one to the 


commit to memory the gospels of St. 


aries, going out by twos, traversed Italy, 
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throughout which they had many stations, 
and many secret adherents. At Venice they 
counted at one time 6,000, and as many more 
at Genoa. Each pastor was obliged in turn 
to become a missionary; and each one was 
also taught some trade or profession, that in 
the apostolic way he might provide for his 
own wants. There was a sort of itineracy 
among them. The younger ministers changed 
their churches every three years. Their doc- 
trines‘are the absolute authority and inspira- 
tion of the Bible; the trinity in the Godhead ; 
the sinful state of man; free salvation by 
Jesus Christ and faith working by love. 
This primitive church was preserved to the 
very period of the Reformation, and thus 
forms a link between the Reformed Church 
and the early disciples. From 1200 to 1800 
these valleys passed through thirty persecu- 
tions of the most terrible nature. In the 17th 
century the Vaudois were driven trom tl IT 
home into Germany and Switzerland: but, 
after languishing for awhile in exe, they 
made a heroic attempt to recayure their 
native valleys, They were reprised, howev- 
er, and driven forth again; tii at length the 
intervention of Germany, Jiolland, and Eng- 
land in their behalf, restored to them their 
own country. The sruggles and vicissitudes 
through which they had passed had, however‘ 
broken their spirit and greatly weakened 
their religious ardor, and their churches sank 
into a sort of apathy. In this state an Eng- 
lish officer, Col. Beckwith, found them in 
1827. He learned their history, and was so 
much interested in them that he spent the 
rest of his life and a large fortune in helping 
them to regain what they had lost, and to re- 
assert themselves as a religious power in 
Italy. Through his influence, the churches 
of England and Scotland were induced to as- 
sist them in their great work of evangeliza- 
tion. Any one who should go among them 
and see how wisely and economically they 
work, would be convinced that money given 
to them for missionary purposes would accom- 
plish twice, if not three times, as much as ifit 
were in the charge of an American mission. 
They are Italians, and in a thousand ways 
able to meet Italians more readily and forcibly 
than foreigners. They are trained in habits 
of self-denial far different from those which 
we learn, and the hundred dollars, which 
seems a mere pittance to us, calls forth deep- 
est gratitude, and is counted a treasure capa- 
ble of much increase by them. There are 
forty-two churches in all Italy, and when lib- 
erty was proclaimed in Rome, the Waldensian 
pastors opened the Italian Protestant church 
and preached the first sermon.” 





poor, and one to missionaries. These mission-! Leap me not into temptation.— Matt. 5: 13. 
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For Friends’ Review. 
LORD ROSSE’S TELESCOPE. 
Fourth mo. 18th, 1873. 

We came to the quiet, quaint old town with 
two names, Birr and Parsonstown, in the west- 
ern part of Ireland. 

After attending the small meeting of 
Friends in this place, in the afternoon, our 
kind host, Henry Davis, suggested a walk 
over the domain, and to the telescope of Lord 
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occasion when it is used, by means of various 
machinery, and the harmonious co-operation 
of many agencies, under the direction of one 
controlling mind. 

Beside the great telescope there stcod a 
smaller one. While the smaller could not 
possibly serve the purpose of the greater, the 
greater would scarcely be of use at all, with- 
out the smaller, as a finder. 

As all these things were explained to us, we 


Rosse, directly opposite the Meeting House. | could not fail to see in them an instructive 
It was one of those unexpected priviieges we | illustration of those processes by which the 


have often found strewn along the path of 
duty, which it was a real pleasure te accept. 

Our friend being well acquainted with both 
the premises and the proprietor, we were kind- 
ly shown, not only the telescope, but the work- 
shops where it was constructed, and many 
other objects of interest and beauty on that 
princely estate. 

Lord Rosse himself was absent in England. 
He is the son of the astronomer who construc- 
ted the telescope. The father died about five 
ae ago. His favorite pusuit is continued 
by the son. 

The telescope is mounted between two stone 
walls, 72 feet long and 50 feet high. Its tube 
is 56 feet long and 7 feet in diameter. It is 
a reflecting telescope, and in the lower, fixed 
end, lies the great Reflector or speculum, 6 


Lord of all prepares and uses His instru- 
ments. 

In order to bring to human vision the re- 
flected glories of invisible worlds, a new metal 
had first to be formed. And then the gradual 
preparation, to its perfect fitting for its place 
and use, was a work of time and of pattence, 
and of skill. Our Heavenly Father in His 
work takes time The eternal years are His. 

In creation, every stage of which was pro- 
nounced “good,” it was not until the sixth 
day, (and the length of those days who can 
tell?) that the completing and the crowning 
work appeared, when man was made in His 
image, and set over the work of His hands. 
In the new creation, from stage to stage the 
work progresses towards the more glorious 


cowie when that image shall be fully 


feet in diameter, and weighing three or four| restored and reflected upon all who are created 


tons. It was in the forming and finishing of 
this speculum, that the great difficulty to be 
overcome, and the great success to be achieved 
in the enterprise, lay. To ascertain the best 
metals for the purpose, and the best propor- 
tions for their combination, and the casting, 
and the grinding, and the polishing, cost years 
of study and experiment, and a vast expendi- 
ture of means. When at length the requisite 
knowledge was gained, and the means pro- 
vided for its manufacture, the utmost care 
and skill were necessary in every part of the 





anew in Christ Jesus. 
They who have most purely and steadily 


| reflected the light and glory of the heavenly, 


have been most under the preparing Hand. 
They have known something of the crucible 
and the furnace, and the long continued attri- 
tion by which the perfect polishing is wrought. 

In our impatience to get away from suffer- 
ing, we may mar the work in ourselves. 

In our haste to realize results, failing to 
work with the Master, and in His time, we 
|may fail to accomplish the highest purposes, 


work, to secure first the desired metal, and to build as with gold, and silver, and precious 


then the desired mirror upon it. 


stones, in which He will “ establish the work 


The materials were melted in crucibles and | our hand.” J. B. 


poured into a mould, the bottom of which was 
made of concentric metallic rings, so formed 
that the expansion and contraction in heating 
and cooling might not mar the speculum. It 
was then conveyed into a heated oven, to be 
sixteen weeks in cooling, or annealing. 

And now the speculum is successfully 
formed, without a fracture or defect to spoil 
its use. But it is still perfectly useless for the 
purpose designed. Not until it has been sub- 
jected to a long process of grinding and polish- 
ing, is the mirror produced upon its surface to 
reflect the heavenly bodies. 

And then, when thus prepared and per- 
fected, in order to effect the great result de- 
signed, it must have its proper setting, in the 
right place, and its proper adjustment on every 


Towa. 


sicnncetiiins — 
From The Christian Union, 
COLOR OF THE STARS. 


In atransparent atmosphere, especially in 
a southern clime, the stars do not all appear 
with the white brilliancy of the diamond; 
here and there they are discovered sparkling 
in every shade of red, green, blue and violet, 
This play of color is most conspicuous in the 
double stars, so called because they consist of 
two or more suns kept together by the bond 
of mutual attraction, and revolving in orbits 
according to their mass, either one around the 
other, or both around a common centre of 
gravity. To the naked eye their appearance 
is that of a single star, on account of their 
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close proximity, but on the application of suf- 
ficient magnifying power, they are found to 
consist of two or more suns intimately connect 
ed. Such a system is found in the beautiful 
constellation of Orion (in the Sword), con- 
sisting of sixteen stars, when to the unassisted 
eye there seems but one. A peculiar interest 
attaches to double stars from their great di- 
versity of color, which occasioned Sir John 
Herschel to remark, in describing a cluster in 
the Southern Cross, that it resembled a splen- 
did ornament composed of the richest jewels. 
While the majority of single stars shine with 
a white light, in double stars the companion 
is almost always blue, green, or red, thus 
contrasting with the white light of the larger 
or central star. 

The cause of these colors has long been a 
subject of inquiry. Zollner was the first to 
express the idea that as all known substances, 
in their transition from a state of incandes- 
cence to that of a lower temperature, pass 
through the stage of red heat, so the fixed 
stars, in their process of development from the 
condition of glowing gas through the period 
of an incandescent liquid state, and the subse- 
quent development of floating scorial, or grad- 
ual formation of a cold non-luminous surface, 
must be subject to a change of color, as well 
as to a gradual diminution of light. 

Huggins remarks that as the source of stel- 
lar light is incandescent solid or liquid matter, 
it appears very probable that at the time of 
its emission the light of all stars is alike 
white. The colors in which we see them 
must, therefore, be produced by certain 
changes which the light has undergone since 
its emission. It has been shown from obser- 
vations with the spectroscope, by a method 
which our limited space will not permit us to 
describe, that the colors of the stars are, with- 
out doubt, produced by the vapors of certain 
substances contained in their atmospheres. 
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PHILADELPHIA, SECOND MONTH 14, 1874. 





Tue Rexticious AMENDMENT OF THE 
CoNnsTITUTION OF THE UNITED StatEs.—We 
have received a circular, numerously signed 
by men of high respectability, calling, on 
behalf of a National Association, for a con- 
vention of the friends of a religious amend- 
ment to the National Constitution, to be held 
at Pittsburg, Second mo. 4th, 1874. 

This is a subject of grave importance; but 
also of considerable difficulty. History shows 
that the principles of Protestant Christianity 
had a large part in shaping the early prog- 





ress of our country ; and that the liberty and 
comparative enlightenment of our people, are 
greatly due to its influence. Nor can any 
Christian fail to desire the acknowledgment, 
by every nation, of the allegiance due to God 
and Christ. But what are to be the nature 
and manner of this acknowledgment? We 
fear that, here, it will not be easy to find all 
Christians agreed ; besides the claim of “ nat- 
ural rights ” on the part of thousands of Jews, 
Chinese, and others, now resident upon our 
domain. No definite form of amendment is 
given to be proposed in the circular before: 
us. It is spoken of as ‘such an amendment 
to the Constitution as will suitably acknowl- 
edge Almighty God as the Author of the 
nation’s existence and the ultimate source of 
its authority, Jesus Christ as its Ruler, and 
the Bible as the supreme rule of its conduct, 
and thus indicate that this is a Christian 
nation, and place all Christian laws, institu- 
tions and usages, on an undeniable legal. 
basis in the fundamental law of the land.” 


If we ask what are “ Christian institutions 
and usages,” in accordance with the Bible and 
the rule of our Lord Jesus Christ, will not the 
Roman Catholic at once assert the Papacy as 
one of these? Assuredly, Friends will see, if 
many others as yet do not, the palpable in- 
consistency of warlike institutions being au- 
thorized, on the basis of the “supreme rule” 
of the Bible, in a Christian nation. These 
are only examples of the conflict of opinions, 
not easily, if at all, avoidable, in constructing 
a religious amendment to the fundamental. 
articles of a secular government, such a dee- 
Jaration having been omitted in the first 
origination of the compact set forth by the 
Constitution. Ifa religious amendment, in the 
simplest form, could be harmoniously adopted! 
by the deliberate voice of the people of the 
United States, it might be regarded as a gratify- 
ing sign of advancing civilization. But, with 
nations as with individuals, to say of Christ, 
“Lord, Lord,” will not avail much, while there 
iscommon forgetfulness of His precepts ; while- 
men and governments “do not the things 
which I say.” A much more important pur- 
pose for united effort would be, to promote, in 
all public affairs, the practical recognition of 
His will and law, who is not only Lord of 
lords, but also the Prince of Peace. 
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Tue Licut or tue Wortp.—In the essay in 
our present number, by Prof. Thomas Chase, 
upon the rendering of John i, 9, a very interest- 
ing example is given of the amount of critical 
labor which may be bestowed upon the determi- 
nation of the exact construction of a single sen- 
tence of Scripture. Two points of importance 
occur in connection with this. One, that, ac- 
cording to the general agreement of the best 
critical authorities, no allowable rendering of the 
passage derogates from the universality of the 
grace of God, through Him of whom it was writ- 
ten, “ In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men.” Moreover, while it is truly desirable 
for us to have, from the original, the very words 
of our Lord, His apostles and evangelists; yet, 
for all essential beuefit and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures, “he may run that readeth ;” “the way- 
faring man, though a fool, shall not err therein.” 
Beyond and above all critical and secular learn- 
ing (valuable as this is in its right place) is the 
teaching promised by Christ to all His disciples : 
“He shall lead you into all truth.” 


+e — 








Tue Mennonites.—It is stated in The Herald 
of Truth, published on behalf of these people, 
that, besides the emigration from Russia of a 
large number of them, other emigrants have re- 
cently come from that country to the United 
States, who ought not to be confounded with 
them. A colony of Lutheran Russians have 
lately purchased a large tract of land in South- 
ern Nebraska. These are not, as the Mennonites 
are, opposed to defensive war; but have left 
their native country to promote their own ad- 
vantage, where they can be free from the burden- 
some exactions of the Russian government, 


MARRIED. 

TRUEBLOOD—OVERMAN.—On i4th of First 
month, at the residence of Mary Ann Overman, 
with permission of Blue River Monthly Meeting, 
Isaac O. Trueblood, member of Raysville Monthly 
Meeting, to Mary Ann Overman, member of Blue 
River Monthly Meeting, Ind. 

LAWRENCE — McCOLLUM. — At West Union 
Meeting of Friends, near Monrovia, Ind., Ninth mo. 
18th, 1873, Isaac Lawrence and DeJphina McCollum ; 
both members of West Union Monthly Meeting. 

WILLIAMS—BENEDICT.—On the 27th of Elev- 
enth month, 1873, at Alum Creek Meeting-house, 
Ohio, Thomas Clarkson Williams, member 


Alam Creek Monthly Meeting. 


DIED. 
COWGILL.—On the 31st of Twelfth month, 1873, 


at her residence in Morrow Co., Ohio, Esther, widow 


of Levi Cowgill, in the 44th year of her age ; a much 
esteemed member of Alum Creek Monthly Meeting. 
Her end wes peace. 


BLACKLEDGE.—At Prairie Center, Kansas, on 


Eleventh mo. 4, 1873, Hiram A., aged nearly five 


years, and on the 12th of same month, Webster, 
aged two years, children of Philander and Hannah 
Blackledge. 
say, ‘“ Thy will be done.” 















Meeting at Springfield, near High Point, North 
Carolina, onthe 7th of Third month next, and at 
Ashboro’ on Seventh-day, the 28th of same month. 
A cordial welcome is hereby given to such as feel. 
drawn in the love of the gospel to labor with us. 


2d mo. 18th. 


“ « 22d. Bloomingdale, Parke Co., Ind. 
“ « 28th. Chestnut Hill, Henry Co., Iowa. 
3d “ 1st. Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
a 6th. Salem, Henry Co., Iowa. 
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The Lord gave the parents grace to 


Tue Committees are united in opening a General 





IsHam Cox, Clerk. 
2d mo. 5th, 1874. 





GENERAL MEETINGS SOON TO OCCUR. 
Mount Pleasant, Jefferson Co., Ohio, 












before noticed in Friends’ Review, to be com- 
menced at Farmington immediately after the- 
Quarterly Meeting last week, have been 
progressing with a marked degree of the 
Lord’s presence and power. 
stood 
and those who have been strongly prejudiced 
against this ‘‘ new movement” are now ac- 
knowledging that such feeling has been re- 


tranged, and their hearts filled with bitterness. 
and malice, acknowledge publicly to each other 


of 
Goshen Monthly Meeting, to Esther Benedict, of 
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Editors of Friends’ Review :—The meetings. 


Barriers that 


in the way have been removed, 


moved, and that the Lord is in this work. 
Families and members that have been es- 


their faults and failings, and ask forgiveness. 
Hands clasp hands and heart responds to- 
heart. Faces that were downcast and dejected 
are now wreathed in smiles, reflecting their 
Master’s image. Unbelief, that was so preva- 
lent in that neighborhood, is swept away by 
faith in the blood of Christ. Poison that has 
been instilled into the minds of many of the 
young, mostly not of our branch of Society, 
through the teachings of those who appear 
“as angels of light,” hath found its antidote 
in the blood of the everlasting covenant, and 
God hath so raised up His banner of light 
and truth in our midst, that many “ look and 
live.” Families, who were never seen to at- 
tend places of worship, and who seemed 
to delight in doing the works of darkness, 
regardless of the Sabbath day and heedless. 
of their soul’s salvation, setting an example 
of immorality and depravity to their chil- 
dren, are attending these meetings, and com- 
ing out on the Lord’s side. Thus the dumb 
have been made to speak, the deaf to hear, 
and the lame to walk. 

The Quarterly Meeting opened under a 
deep, solemn covering of the Spirit and pres- 
ence of God, and in the silence that preceded 
any vocal exercises, God was working in the 
hearts of His children, preparing them for 
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‘the work that was to follow. It seemed like 
‘the calmness that foretells a mighty storm, and 
soon it opened upon us in wonderful power. 
Strong men and women were made to trem- 
‘ble and to cry aloud for mercy and protec 

tion. God hath heard them, and they are 
mow rejoicing in the quiet calmness of His 
sunshine and love. Never have I seen any- 
thing that seemed to make me more fully 
realize and appreciate the account given to us 
of the day of Pentecost, and the scenes that 
were enacted in the life-time of our early 
Friends, and I believe that one reason for 
this wonderful display of His almighty power 
is that the whole Gospel has been preached — 
not only the love of God and the kingdom of 
heaven here as well as hereafter, but His 
justice and the sure punishment and ever- 
lasting casting out of the wicked fully and 
boldly set forth, I am free to say that while 
it is pleasant to hear the love and goodness of 
God set forth, yet I believe there has been 
a lack in giving the whole truth, and herein 
lies, I believe, one secret of the fruitless 
preaching of too many. In fact, so much has 
this been dwelt upon, and so shy have many 
been in speaking of God’s justice and an eter- 
nal casting out from His presence, that sin- 
ners have rested quietly and unconcernedly 
as to their soul’s safety. Wherever God’s 
justice and free mercy through Christ’s sacri- 
fice are fearlessly set before the people, sin- 
ners are made to tremble and cry aloud for 
mercy ; and in proof of this, I would say that 
in these meetings, that have now been going 
on nine days, more definite and practical re- 
sults have been accomplished in bringing 
people into the ark of safety than in all the 
meetings that have been held in that house 
within my recollection. I speak from a pretty 
thorough acquaintance and knowledge of the 
community. 

At our Monthly Meeting, held on the 29th 
of this month, eighteen applications for mem- 
bership were received, and, judging by in- 
quiries that are constantly being made, double 
to triple this number will come in. We have 
had the very acceptable company of Luke 
Woodard and wife, of Ind., Joseph and Char- 
lotte Holmes, of Rhode Island, Thomas W. 
Ladd, Daniel Dye, Mary Jane Weaver, Emily 
Drake, and others of our Yearly Meeting. 
The meetings are to continue some time yet 
in the evenings, with family visiting through 
the day. We ask Christian brethren and 
sisters to pray for us that our faith fail not, 
and that we be enabled to walk humbly be- 
fore our God. 

ALEXANDER M. Purpy. 

Palmyra, N. Y., 1st mo. 31st, 1874. 

P.S—The two last verses of the third 
‘chapter of Ezra will describe our present con- 
dition. 
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RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

From Times of Refreshing we receive infor- 
mation of a series of meetings to be held in 
London, under the auspices of twenty-five 
workers in the field of “ higher consecration.” 
The following is part of the language of an 
appeal published : 

‘* Possibilities of Christian life, unconceived 
before, have dawned upon many; and there 
is a wide and deep feeling, not only that 
there ‘remaineth yet very much land to be 
possessed’ (Josh. xiii. 1), but also that the 
Lord is ‘ able to bring us into it.’ Gatherings 
having for their object the stirring up of each 
other to entire surrender to the Lord, in order 
to receive from Him all that He has promised, 
have’ been held in not a few places, and much 
blessing has been given; yet the water is but 
to the ankles (see Ezek. xlvii. 3). . ‘ 

‘Tt is on the hearts of many to seek this 
fullness of blessing—to come together to 
wait on the Lord for a fuller baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, and more entire surrender to 
a oe ee 

“Tf London is to be shaken, as we believe it 
may, it must be by men ‘filled with the Holy 
Ghost.’ ‘Ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you.’ (Acts i. 8). 
‘Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
show thee great and mighty things which thou 
knowest not.’ (Jer. xxxiii. 3). ‘Ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.’ (Acts i. 5). Let us come together 
with one accord, expecting that he will ‘do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us.” ” 

An account is given also of a movement on 
the part of a portion of the Church of Eng- 
land, in connection with some of the non-es- 
tablished denominations: 

“A meeting preliminary to this ‘‘ London 
mission,” we are informed, was convened in 
St. Paul’s Cathedral by the bishops of Lon- 
don, Winchester and Rochester. A very 
large number of the clergy responded to this 
appeal, and filled the whole space under the 
dome of St. Paul’s. There were men of every 
doctrinal section in the English Church; ad- 
dresses were given by the three bishops, be- 
tween which were two intervals of silent 
prayer, perhaps the most impressive of all 
forms of worship, especially in the centre of 
a great city. The service was a very excep- 
tional one indeed for the metropolitan cathe- 
dral. The addresses were of a most stirring 
and thoroughly missionary character, and in 
the afternoon a conference of incumbents took 
place at King’s College, for the purpose of 
arranging the details of the forthcoming mis- 
sion.” 

In Scotland, especially in Edinburgh, a 
great revival is going on, apparently under 
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the instrumentality of two American “evan- 
gelists.” Thus writes the London Christian : 

“Nor is the present awakening confined to 
the towns visited by the two brethren to whom 
we have specially referred. Throughout the 
length and breadth of our land, in cities and 
towns, in villages and hamlets, in almost un- 
known wuntry districts, and in ships at sea, 
the myhty God is working; overturning, over- 
tureng, overturning other lords that have 
rvied over His people, that He may come, 
whose right it is, to dwell and reign within 
their hearts now, as He shall reign over all 
the earth. ° : ‘ ° 

“ The revival of 1859-60 more particularly 
affected the artisan classes and the poor; the 
present awakening includes a larger propor- 
tion of the middle and higher classes. The 
testimony of the former was more character- 
ized by the terror of the Lord alarming the 
conscience ; the latter by the love of God 
winning the heart. Since 1859 a growth in 
knowledge of the Word, a deliverance from 
traditional doctrines, and an apprehension of 
truth, have taken place, which should render 
this work of grace far wider, deeper and 
more enduring than that of fourteen years 
ago. ‘ e ‘ ‘ 

“Scotland is being moved, so conservative 
men among her ministers declare, by a work 
which has had no counterpart since Whit- 
field’s day. Perhaps a little later it will be 
found to have had no parallel since the days 
of Knox.” 


ous 
For Friends’ Review. 
THE PHILOLOGICAL QUESTIONS INVOLVED IN 
THE TRANSLATION OF JOHN i. 9. 
BY PROF. THOMAS CHASE, M. A. 


As “ B.” has stated (in the twentieth num- 
ber of the present volume of Friends’ Review), 
the oldest manuscripts of the New Testament 
are almost entirely without punctuation, and 
we are left to divide sentences according to 
our conception of their meaning. The three 
oldest and most weighty authorities for the 
Greek text, the Sinaitic, the Vatican, and the 
Alexandrian codices, give no indication what- 
ever (as their fac similes show), by spacing or 
in any other way, of the manner in which 
their scribes considered that the passage in 
question should be punctuated. We have 
no difficulty in this instance from various 
readings, as the same Greek text is given by 
all the authorities. The words translated in 
the order of the original read as follows :* 


* “ Was the light the true (i. ¢., the true light) 
that lighteth every man coming into the world.” 
The style in which the old manuscripts were writ- 
ten is meant to be illustrated by the use of capitals 
above. The difference of idioms between the two 
{anguages is such, that the problem presented to the 
translator is only partially presented by these 
English words. 
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The first, and most important, question for 
the translator is, Does the participle coming 
agree with every man, or does it belong with 
that, or does it form with was a periphrastic 
tense? This question is to be decided by the 
laws of the Greek language in general, and 
of New Testament (and specially Johannean) 
usage in particular. Abstaining from giv- 
ing an opinion, I wish to indicate some of the 
conditions of the problem, which may per- 
haps aid other investigators. 

(1.) We should inquire whether we are at 
liberty to supply a pronoun as the subject of 
the verb was, as the old English translators 
generally have done. Meyer, one of the most 
authoritative of commentators, says that the 
true light cannot be the predicate, but must 
be the subject, inasmuch as in the preceding 
verse we have a different subject (John), and 
no tovro (this), or other pronoun, is here in- 
serted. Tholuck says that to justify our re- 
ceived version a ovto¢ (this one) before the 
jv (was) “would be indispensable.” The 
scholar who is not ready to accept these state- 
ments should make extensive search in the 
New Testament, Septuagint,* and later Greek 
writers, for parallel or illustrative passages to 
support his view. 

(2.) If we must take g@¢ (light) as the 
subject of 7» (was), it has still been ques- 
tioned whether ¢pydpuevov (coming), should 
or should not be connected with it, or should 
be referred to dvitowzov (man). Meyer con- 
siders the substantive verb as emphatic here, 
and as constituting a complete predicate. 
He translates, The true Light was present, 
the true Light was there, was on hand, 
(aderat; ‘vorhanden war das Licht das 
wahrhaftige.”) 

(3.) Are we shut out from taking coming 
into the world with man, by the fact alleged 
by many commentators that this expression 
in the New Testament, and especially in John’s 
gospel (e. g. iii. 19,31; vi. 14; xi. 27; xii. 
46; xviii. 37), is used only of the Messiah, 
“with the implied sense of pre-existence ?” 

(4.) Can coming be taken with which (or that)? 
So Luther at first thought, translating, which, 


*“The N. T. writings do not exhibit 
nearly as many Hebraisms as the language of the 
Seventy. But as the translated Scriptures 
of the O. T. [generally diffused among the Pales- 
tinean Jews, and so much in use], exercised a mani- 
fold influence upon the composition of the N. T. 
books—being referred to very often by the N. T. 
writers, who inwove into their language quotations 
from them, now literal, now free—a N. T. grammar 
must often take notice of the language of the Sep- 
tuagint.”—Prof. J. Henry Thayer's admirable trans- 
lation of Buttman’s Grammar of the New Testament, 
Greek (Andover, 1873), pp. 1, xii. 
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by its coming into the world, lighteneth every man. 
Socinus, the Unitarian, also, renders it, which 
at its coming into the world. In 1527, how- 
ever, Luther changed his mind, and adopted 
the same construction of the passage as is 
given in our authorized version 

(5.) If we decide to take coming with was, 
the question still remains, how are we to un- 
derstand the compound expression? Does it 
mean was come, as some commentators assert, 
(in defiance, us it seems to me, of all sound 
philology) ; or came, whether simply histori- 
cally, (c f. Mal. iii. 1), or relatively, came 
just then, came forward then, when John was 
bearing witness of Him; or was to come, was 
destined to come; or was about to come, was on 
the point of coming; or was coming; or was 
wont to come, came ever, came constantly (in 
the times before the Christian era)? Each of 
these views has been advanced by scholars 
of more or less eminence. 

I think it will be granted that he who de- 
sires to give an authoritative rendering of our 
text is bound to examine candidly all these 
views and answer all these questions. And 
these are but a part of the considerations 
which will force themselves upon the mind 
of the translator. Accomplished scholarship 
and familiarity with the laws of the New Tes- 
tament Greek, may, indeed, make it very easy 
to decide some of the points involved in the 
problem. Yet, as here great doctors disagree, 
even the best New Testament scholars would 
choose to spend some time in examination be- 
fore pronouncing their judgment. In an ex- 
haustive investigation, they would look up 
every passage, first in John, (Gospel, Epistles, 
and Revelations), then in the New Testament, 
then in the Septuagint, and in Greek writers 
of the Hellenistic period, which would throw 
light on the possibility of so bold an ellipsis 
of a subject pronoun as our present version 
demands, and on the meaning to be given to 
periphrastic comb'nations of the substantive 
verb with a participle. They might seek con- 
firmation of their views by excursions in any 
direction in the vast field of Greek literature 
in all its epochs. They would appeal to emi- 
nent grammarians, as Matthie, Kiihner, 
Kriiger, Madvig, Curtius, Donaldson, Jelf, 
Hadley, Crosby, Goodwin (Moods and Tenses), 
and specialists on the grammar of the New 
Testament, as Winer and Buttmann. They 
would not forget to inquire how far the evange- 
list’s style in Greek may have been influenced 
by the Aramean, his native dialect. They 
would not leave out of consideration the rela- 
tive weight of the advocates of the different 
renderings; yet, they would decide nothing on 
authority merely, but estimate for themselves 
the value of the considerations on which 
others have based their opinions. Perplexing 
as the task may seem, on a superficial ex- 


amination of the conflicting views which have 
been proposed, exhaustive research and the 
application of the strict rules of philological 
science are adequate to the solution of the 
problem, with a moral certainty tantamount 
to demonstration. A company of scholars 
undertaking the task might be greetly aided 
by a division of labor in matters of mere re 
search; some of their number might haye 
special qualifications for deciding one pint, 
others for another ; and their united judgmem, 
if harmonious, would have greater weight 
than that of any single commentator however 
distinguished.* 

A few words on the history of the interpre- 
tation of this text. The older commentators 
generally, as Origen, Eusebius, Chrysostom, 
Cyril, Augustine, Erasmus, Luther, Beza, 
Calvin, Aretius, and many others, construe 
coming with man. It is a fact deserving at- 
tention, also, that among the ancient versions 
—those striking relics of the splendid mis- 
sionary zeal of the early Christians—the old 
Latin, the Vulgate, the Syriac (in all its 
manuscripts), the Coptic, and the Aethiopic, 
give the same construction. No New Testa- 
ment scholar, however, whatever his denomi- 
national bias, needs be told that the early ex- 
positors, no less than the moderns, give abun- 
dant evidence that they are not infallible ; 
and that the early versions are of much greater 
authority in matters of textual criticism than 
on points of grammatical construction or of 
interpretation. 

Theodorus, the friend and schoolmate of 
Chrysostom, and chosen bishop of Mopsuestia 
in Cilicia about the year 394, appears to be 
the first among extant commentators who re- 
ferred the participle coming to our Lord. 
The great Augustine, his contemporary, how- 
ever, speaks of several expositors as holding 
the same view. From Grotius down the ma- 
jority of modern commentators have agreed 
in separating coming from man in their in- 
terpretation, and taking it either attributive- 
ly or predicatively with Light. From the 
long list which might be given, I will men. 
tion Grotius, Bengel, Liicke, Tholuck, De 
Wette, Bleek, Maier, Lange, Baumgarten- 
Crusius, Luthardt, Ewald, Hengstenberg. 
This concurrence is sufficiently striking; and 
to it there must be added the fact that the 
three great critical editors of the generation 
just closing,—Lachmann, Tischendorf, and 




















































*It may be proper for me to remark that I have 
as yet no knowledge whatever of the views of the 
present English revisers on this passage, and that 
the American revisers have not yet proceeded in 
their labors so far as the Gospel of John. 

+The words of Theodorus Mopsuestius are these - 
“ After saying coming into the world with reference to 
the Master, Christ, (the evangelist) well added he 
was in the world, so as to show that he said coming 
with reference to his manifestation in the flesh.” 
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Tregelles,—three men who have done more|in more than one nation, and more than one 
to rescue and establish the genuine text of| language, for the revision of former transla- 


the New Testament than all other critics to- 
gether, unite in placing a comma both before 
and after the clause which lighteth every man. 

I will not withhold the expression of my 
conviction that Alford has been very unfor- 
tunate in his selection of the simple preterite 
form came. Even with his own explanation 
of the meaning of the Greek phrase, viz., 
“was in process of manifesting Himself” it 
would be represented much better in English 
by was coming. This would also have the 
subordinate, but not unimportant, advantage 
of preserving a rhythmic flow in the sentence 
not unlike that in the authorized version, with 
which our ears have become so familiar. Too 
much can hardly be said in praise of Alford 
asaman and a Christian; great, too, have 
been his services to all English-speaking men 
as an expositor and interpreter of the New 
Testament; in pure scholarship, however, 
while more than respectable, he falls just short 
of the highest rank. 

It is gratifying to see the fact generally 
recognized that, whatever construction of the 
sentence be adopted, the declaration of the 
universality of the Light is not impaired. To 
add to “‘every man” the words “that cometh 
into the world” (which is not an unfair ex- 
pansion of coming into the world if the partici- 
ple should be taken with man), does, indeed, 
seem to demand our attention to linger a lit- 
tle longer on the thought and to emphasize 
somewhat its importance; but no expression 
can be more comprehensive than “ every man.” 
This is the general confession of commentators 
who wish to depart from the version of 1611. 
On the other hand, to take the participle with 
Light, gives a fuller meaning to the passage, 
and will perhaps appear, on careful examina- 
tion, to improve the logical connection of the 
whole paragraph. We must remember that 
our natural repugnance to change, may blind 
us to the advantages which change may 
bring.* 

The large number of questions which have 
lately arisen in regard to the proper reading 
and interpretation of various passages in the 
sacred Scriptures, attest the Providential op- 
portuneness of the movements now in progress, 


* It may help the proper understanding of the 
whole paragraph in which this text occurs, to no- 
tice that of the two Greek words which may be 
translated true, that one is chosen which means 
genuine, original, archetypal, and which ‘‘is used” 
(to quote Alford, who states well the universal 
opinion of scholars on the word) “of the true, gen- 
uine sources and patterns of those things which we 
find here below only in fragmentary imitations and 
derivations. Such an original was the Light here 


spoken of; but John was only a derived light, ‘ the 


damp, lighted and shining’ (John v, 35, literally 
translated)—not a light /ig/ting, but a light dighted.” 























thy house * * 
thine own flesh.” 
Is. 58: 7. 


tions. So far as I may speak as a spectator 
in some degree of the labor of others, I am 
bound to express my conviction that such an 
amount of true and sanctified scholarship, pa- 
tient research, and careful labor, accompanied 
with a deep sense of responsibility, Christian 
candor, and a reverent and prayerful spirit, 
are bringing to bear upon the work on both 
sides of the Atlantic, that the Christian world 
has a right to —— in the revised translation 
of our English Bi 

of the original, Hebrew and Greek than was 
ever before made in any language. 


ble, a more faithful version 


AN EARNEST CALL. 
The following is from the “Herald of 





Truth,” a paper published among the Men- 
nonites, at Elkhart, Indiana: 


‘‘ Those that are in distress lead thou into 
* and hide not thyself from 
German translation from 


Thus calls the prophet to those in his day, 


in view of the distress brought upon both the 
innocent and guilty, by the weakness and im- 
perfections of the race, and appeals earnestly 
for help to all those who have it in their 
power to assist in relieving them, as far as 
human help is able to relieve. 
Spirit which put these words into the mouth 
of the prophet, prompted Paul, when in the 
days of the new dispensation, he says, ‘‘ The 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 
Jehovah required of the people of his Cove- 
nant, the Maker of that Covenant also exhorts 


The same 


And what 


his faithful followers to observe in his new 
commandment of love. And truly opportu- 


nities to such works of love are not wantin 


in ourday. Calls for aid to the dist 


and the alleviation of human misery, stand at 


the door of every friend of humanity. 

To set forth one of these scenes of sorrow 
and distress, and give further opportunity for 
the manifestation of that faith which worketh 
by love, is the purpose of these lines. If the 
kind reader will go with us a short time, we 
will take him beyond the shores of America, 
across the wide ocean, through strange lands, 
into a land that is now engaged in the effort 
of adopting new laws and governmental regu- 
lations—Russia. 

In the southern part of this country there 
are a number of Mennonite colonies, which 
to the casual observer do not at all appear to 
be in a distressed condition. Friend William 
Hespeler, the Canadian Commissioner of emi- 
gration, who visited these colonies in the sum- 
mer of 1872, indeed made the remark, as he 
beheld the beautiful, regularly built villages, 
with their magnificent farms, gardens, orchards 
and groves surrounding them, that a colony 
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so beautiful, and upon such a scale was not to 
be found, neither in Europe nor America, and 
yet at this time there is great distress there, 
for the new laws of Russia take away from 
our brethren in the faith there, the privileges 
which less than 100 years ago were guaran. 
teed to their fathers forever, who came from 
Prussia into Russia, upon special invitation, 
to settle where they should be permitted to 
enjoy the fullest religious freedom, and be 
enabled to maintain their future existence as 
non-resistant Christians. If now our brethren 
desire not to trample carelessly under feet 
this treasure, the principles of our faith, the 


doctrine of non-resistance, which our fore- | 


fathers purchased with their own blood, and 
transmitted to ourcare and preservation, they 


must after the manner of our forefathers, take | 


their staff in hand, and exchange the land, 
which can no longer bear them with their re- 
ligious peculiarities, for another. 

But not only are the peculiar religious in- 
stitutions of our brethren in Russia, in dan- 
ger, but also their nationality, their German- 
ism, language, &c., for it is unmistakably the 
purpose of the reform movement in Russia, 
if possible, to merge every foreign element 
into their own Russian nationality, speaking 
the same language and following the same re. 
ligion. Under these circumstances, what 
could be more natural than that those breth- 
ren in Europe who are leoking for an asylum 
of peace, should look towards free America, 
as the most suitable place fer them, where the 
Mennonite also may live in peace side by 
side with those of other denominations, in the 
full enjoyment of his religieus sentiments ? 

But the greatest difficulty with which the 


brethren there have to contend, are the two| 


questions, How shall we be released and made 
free from Russia? and how shall we get to 
America ? 

For the brethren to become free and disen 
gaged from Russia is a very difficult matter, 
since the Russian government, to further her 
own interests, seeks in every possible way to 
hinder and retard the emigration of the Men- 
nonites, though according to the Imperial 
Manifest of the 16th of June, 1871, in which 
full liberty to emigration was given during 
ten years a that date, the government can- 
not entirely prohibit the brethren from leav- 
ing during the next six years. She seeks to 
hinder them from going, because she knows 
how great a loss she sustains by allowing 
a part of her best farmers to leave the coun- 
try, and that thereby the agricultural, com- 
mercial and manufacturing interests of South- 
2mm Russia will suffer a very important loss. 
One cause of the great difficulty, in the emi- 
gration of the Mennonites, is the fact that 
the Mennonite colonies are settled in di tricts 
which are occupied by Mennonites only and 
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belong exclusively to them alone, so that their 
j farms cannot be sold to outside parties, but 
only transferred to persons belonging to the 
same church. It is now, however, reported 
that the next few years this restriction will be 
removed ; but the question then arises, Who 
'shall buy the farms of the Mennonites? The 
native Russian cannot purchase it, because he 
does not understand how to cultivate it; and 
why should he? The Mennonites will, final- 
ly, after all, leave their farms in Russia, and 
after they move away their farms tan be had 
almost for a gift. Some of the brethren who 
| propose to come to America in the spring, 
have already sold farms, worth $5,000 and 
$6,000, for $2,000 and even $1,000. If we 
consider, then, that all the farm buildings in 
those colonies had to be built according to a 
plan determined by law, without any regard 
}as to the means of the builder, and that in 
consequence of this many of the colonists live 
in fine houses, for which they are largely in 
debt, so that the occupant often is worth not 
more than half or a quarter of the value of 
the property in his possession, it may be plain- 
ly seen that the Mennonites, in breaking up 
and leaving the country, will be compelled 
to sacrifice nearly all they have, so that they 
may, indeed, with the deepest anxiety inquire, 
How shall we be able to get away? The cir- 
cumstances of the churches in Poland, and 
several in the government of Ekatarinoslaw, 
are especially unfavorable in this respect. 
And in addition to all this, it is with yreat 
difficulty, with the loss of much time and 
heavy expense, that they are enabled to ob- 
tain the necessary passes by which they will 
be permitted to cross the Russian lines. 

From the foregoing the second question 
presents itself, How shall we be able to get to 
America, if there are no means to pay the ex- 
penses ? 

‘Yo answer this question practically, the 
Mennonites of America have ulready com- 
menced. They have appointed Aid Com- 
mittees, from which the Mennonite Board of 
Guardians has been formed. ‘ é . 

But as this work, in order to make it suffi- 
cient for the necessity of the case, will require 
a very large sum of money, as we expect, at 
least, 1,000 families of these Russian Men- 
nonites to come to America early in the 
spring, and as the money reported and de- 
signed to be given as a free gift, will not, by 
| any means, be sufficient, certain amounts have 
already been reported, which the donors have 
designed to be loaned to the needy Russian 
Mennonites. (We remark here that the Rus- 
‘sian Mennonites prefer to accept this aid as a 
loan, to taking it as a gift.) But that the 
Board of Guardians may, with any degree of 
certainty, be able to accomp! sh the work 
which they have in view, a large amount of 
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money to be given as a loan, will still be 
needed, and this is the object of this address 
to all the brethren in the faith, and to all 
“cheerful givers,” (2 Cor. ix, 7); to appeal 
to them and invite them earnestly to take 
part with us in this work. The receipt of 
all moneys given to this aid, whether as a 
free gift, or as a loan, will be acknowledged 
by the Treasurer, John F. Funk, of Elkhart, 
Indiana. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 
In conclusion, we wish and pray that God, 
who is the giver of every good aad _ perfect 
ift, may add His rich blessing to this call 
or aid and to our whole work, so that many 
may be found who, with open hands and 
willing hearts, will lay hold thereof and help 
us to bring our brethren, who are in great 
distress in a foreign country, to us, into our 
own land, to enjoy the inestimable privileges 
of peace and religious freedom. 
Principal Director, Chr. Krehbiel, 
Secretary, David G_erz. 


STEADY PROGRESS OF THE TEMPERANCE CRU- 
SADE IN OHIO—REMARKABLE SURRENDER 
OF A LIQUOR SELLER AT NEW-VIENNA. 

(BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE. ) 
Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 3.—Probably the 
most signal victory of the ladies during the 
temperance campaign, was won to-day at 

New Vienna, Clinton County. A Mr. Van 

Pelt met the earnest laborers in the cause of 

temperance some time ago with blasphemous 

epithets, aud drenched them with beer while 
at their devotions in his saloon. Since then 
they have maintained a persistent fire of pray- 
ers and pleadings. To-day the people of the 
town in large numbers witnessed his complete 
surrender, after three weeks’ labor. A proces- 
sion of about 100 ladies marched to his saloon 
at 2 p. m., amid the solemn ringing of all the 
church bells. When the crowd was gathered 
about his door, brief religious exercises were 
held, and then Van Pelt appeared and an- 
nounced that he was ready to give up his en- 
tire stock for the good of the temperance 
cause. He would, he said, make a complete 
surrender, not because of law or force, but he 
yielded to the simple labors of love of the wo- 
men, which had reached his heart. He exhib- 
ited considerable emotion while addressing the 
multitude, and appeared sincere in his re- 
marks. After giving permission that his liq- 
uors, consisting of two barrels of whiskey and 
one keg of beer, should be rolled out, Van 

Pelt stepped forward with his ax, saying, 

“This is the weapon I used to defend myself 

and business with and to terrify the ladies ; 

now I use it to sacrifice that which has ruined 
many souls.” Without more ado he knocked 
the heads out of the barrels and opened the 
keg of beer, spilling the contents upon the! 
ground. Devotional exercises closed the! 
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scene. Van Pelt admits freely that the ladies 
conquered him, and that their prayers forced 
him to surrender. To-night an earnest tem- 
perance meeting was held there, and Van 
Pelt made a brief address, giving his experi- 
ence in the traffic, and admitting that he 
could not reconcile himself to the business 
longer. 

A mass meeting is to be held at Hillsboro 
on Saturday, and a number of the ladies from 
New Vienna will attend. At the close of the 
meeting to-night a purse of $150 was pre- 
sented to Van Pelt as an expression of the 
feelings of the community toward him. The 
success in this little town of New Vienna will 
go far to strengthen the apostles of the tem- 
perance cause in other parts of the State. At 
other points the work goes steadily on. At 
Pomeroy an organization of fifty ladies began 
business to-day, making a round of calls upon 
the saloons, and holding the usual religious 
exercises. At Logan the league to-night re- 
port between 200 and 300 members added to 
their ranks, and also that about 700 citizens 
are ready to support them in the work. 
Their first demonstration will occur to mor- 
row, and the little town is in a high state of 
excitement to-nlght. 

Washington, the county seat of Fayette 
County, bids fair to be the first legal battle- 
ground in the cause. Judge Safford yester- 
day issued an injunction against 57 ladies en- 
gaged in the business, and today the taber- 
nacle adjoining Beck’s beer garden was or- 
dered to be removed, and it was thereupon 
demolished. Judge McLean, upon whose 
ground the little temple stood, promptly be- 

an suit against those who tore it down. 

here is an increase in the excitement there, 
and popular feeling appears fully enlisted in 
the cause of temperance. The excitement is 
finally spreading to the northward, and Co- 
lumbus will soon be entirely surrounded by 
the temperance towns. Meetings have been 
held at Delaware, at which resolutions were 
adopted calling upon the authorities to enforce 
all laws for the suppression of the liquor traf- 


fic, and pledging the support of the people in 
their efforts. 


, — 
From Times of Refreshing. 
THE ROCK OF MY SALVATION. 


A covert from the storm : 
I saw the dark cloud gathering, I heard the distant 
roar, 
As wildly swept the tempest along the barren shore ; 
But I had sought a shelter where storms might 
never beat, 
Within the Rock of Ages I'd found a sure retreat: 
My covert from the storm. 


A refuge from the wind: 
Outside my place of hiding I heard the fierce winds 
blow ; 
I listened. but I feared not, for what could harm me 
now? 
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My Rock would stand unshaken, through all the 
winds of time, 


And while within it hidden, its strength I counted 
mine: 


My refuge from the wind. 























A shadow from the heat: 
‘The summer sun at noonday poured down its burn- 
ing heat; 
The very sands seemed scorching beneath my weary 
feet ; 
1 looked in vain around me for some inviting shade, 
In vain, till just before me the towering Rock ap- 
peared ; 
My shadow from the heat. 


A sure abiding-place : 
How gratefully I entered and found the long sought 
rest ; 
And still beneath its shadow, I sit supremely blest ; 
Within its cool recesses a living fountain flows ; 
I dip my cup into it, nor thirst nor faintness know. 
My sure abiding-place. 


So freely offered all: 
Out in life’s dusty highways, how many faintlng lie, 
Who might have found a shelter within the Rock so 
nigh ; 
Who might have sweetly rested in its refreshing 
shade, 
And in its cooling fountain, their burning thirst al- 
layed, 
So freely offered all. 


O Christ, Thou art my Rock. 
‘0 Christ, Thou art my Refuge, the Reck in which I 
hide ; 
~My Covert from life’s tempests, where safely I abide ; 
Tnough I am weak and helpless, I find my all in 
Thee, 


For of Thy perfect fulness, Thou givest strength to 
me. 



























































































































































O Christ, Thou art my All. 

















East Boston, Mass. S. M. H. 
Satara 
BUMMARY OF NEWS. 











Forzien Inre.iicence.—Advices from Europe to 
the 9th inst. have been received. 

Great Britarx.—In the elections which are thus 
far reported, for members of Parliament, the Conser- 
vatives have made greater gains than the Liberals, 
and the result will most probably be the election of 
&@ majority opposed to the present Ministry. Of 509 
members returned up to the 9th inst., 267 were Con- 
servatives and 242 Liberals. It is expected that 
Gladstone and his colleagues will resign, either be- 
fore the meeting of Parliament, or directly after. 
It was reported on the 7th that the resignation had 
been actually made, but later accounts said that 
Gladstone would await the conclusion of the elec- 
tions before deciding on his course. The elections 
in Scotland and Ireland, it was thought, might 
modify the proportions of the two parties, but they 
would not, probably, overbalance the losses in Eng- 
land. 

A dispatch from Sir Garnet Wolsely, the comman- 
dar of the Ashantee expedition, received on the 
5th, announced that all the white prisoners held by 
the Ashantees had been delivered to him, and the 
king, having asked a cessation of hostilities, ac- 
cepted the terms offered, and agreed to pay an inj 
demnity of £200,000. The troops were halting for 
a few days 30 miles from Coomassie. 

A new company has been organized to lay a light 
telegraphic cable from the coast of Great Britain to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, via the Azores. The capital 
is £380,000 (about $1,900,000), and the prospectus 
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declares that it is the intention of the company to 
transmit messages over its cable at the rate of one 
shilling per word. 


France.—The Budget Committee of the Assem- 
bly have voted to recommend an appropriation of 
$800,000 for repairing the damage done, during the 
last days of the Commune, to public buildings in 
Paris, including the Tuileries and Palais Royal. 


Sparx.—The Spanish Minister at Washington has 
received information that his government has in- 
stituted a blockade of the northern coast, from Cape 
Penas eastward to the French frontier, except the 
ports of Gijon, Santander and San Sebastian. This 
is the region mainly occupied by the Carlists. 

The “intransigente” refugees from Cartagena, 
who have not been convicted of crime, were released 
on the 9th inst. by the French authorities of Oran, 
Algeria. Contreras and Ferrez, two of the leaders, 
refused to accept their discharge. 


Gerrmany.--It was said that Archbishop Ledochow- 
ski, arrested by the order of the government, would 
be tried on the 11th, simply on the charge of refus- 
ing to pay his fines; and that if the fines were paid, 
he might be released. The Emperor had declined 
to intervene, though strong influence had been 
brought to bear in the Archbishop's favor. 

The session of the Reichstag was opened on the 
4th, with a speech from the throne, delivered by 
commission, the Emperor being unable to attend in 
person. 


Inp1A.—The famine in India is increasing, and it 
is estimated that 150,000 natives are already severe- 
ly distressed. 

The latest advices from Sumatra showed that the 
Acheenese chiefs still held out, and were building 
forts in the interior. The cholera is reported to 
have been prevailing in the district, but to be now 
decreasing. 

Japan.—Advices from Yokohama to the 18th ult. 
were received in San Francisco on the 8th inst. It 
has been determined to publish statements of the 
condition of the national treasury, which hitherto 
has never been made public. The first statement is 
to be ssued in about two months. 

The small detachment of French troops stationed 
in Yokohama is about to be withdrawn; but the 
English soldiers, about 400 in number, it is said 
will remain, in opposition to the wishes of the 
Japanese government. The differences between the 
government and some of the foreign Ministers, con- 
tinue. Japan still resists opening the country, and 
requires strict enforcement of the treaties until a 
revision shall have been agreed upon. The United 
States Minister acquiesces, but the others vehement- 
ly object. At the New Year's reception by the Mi- 
kado, the European envoys presented an address urg- 
ing the removal of all restrictions upon intercourse 
and trade; a proceeding which caused great irritation. 
It was even proposed to return the address as not 
acceptable, but this was not done. A German hav- 
ing recently been fined by his Consul for transgres- 
sing treaty boundaries, the German Minister directed 
the Consnl to reverse the judgment, and so intormed 
the Japanese government. The latter, thereupon, 
declared to him that unless the penalty be enforced 
they must decline further communication with him, 
and ask his government to recall him. The Ameri- 
can Minister, in a similar case concerning an Amer- 
ican, approved the Consul’s infliction of punishment, 


and he is represented as maintaining a friendly 


attitude toward the government. 
A peremptory decree has been issued, recalling 


all students now residing abroad at the expense of 
the government, except those who have given the 
highest proofs of advancement. 








